The severity of Oklahoma’s mental health crisis has galvanized community leaders and elected
officials alike. The Legislature made significant progress toward transforming the state's
behavioral health system in 2020 with landmark legislation to enforce parity between mental and
physical health insurance. Last year, legislators greatly increased access to telehealth services
and preserved critical funding for mental health care. This momentum can carry forward into
2022 with additional progress on several key opportunities.
Ending student suicide
HB 4106 by Rep. Mark Vancuren (R-Owasso)
and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton (R-Muskogee)
ensures every school in Oklahoma has a
protocol for responding to students in
suicidal and mental health crises. These
locally driven, evidence-based response plans
would include support from, and coordination
with, community behavioral health providers.
Aligning spending and strategy
SB 295 by Sen. John Haste (R-Broken Arrow)
and Rep. Marcus McEntire (R-Duncan) calls for
an analysis of mental health spending across
state agencies and requires inter-agency
strategic collaboration on mental health
services across state government. This
alignment of spending and strategy will make
more efficient use of state funding already
allocated to mental health services.
Clarifying mental health parity
SB 1413 by Sen. John Michael Montgomery (RLawton) and Rep. Chris Sneed (R-Fort Gibson)
updates 2020 legislation requiring insurers to
demonstrate their compliance with existing
laws establishing parity between physical and
mental health insurance coverage. The
measure aligns state parity reporting
requirements with federal requirements,
making compliance easier for insurers and
encouraging more transparent and useful
reporting.

Practitioner loan repayment
Oklahoma can begin to address shortages in
its mental health workforce – overburdened
and stretched thin by increased demand for
services – by funding for the first time a loan
repayment program. This previously
authorized program could yield 50 critically
needed professionals during the next five
years with just $1 million in its first year of
funding.
ARPA funding
Investing even a small portion of Oklahoma's
$1.8 billion share of American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funding in behavioral health would
have a long-lasting impact on our state.
Proposals before legislative working groups
include funding for mental health treatment
beds across the state and an anti-stigma
campaign proposed by Healthy Minds in
partnership with multiple organizations.
Addressing mental health stigma is a
necessary and critical component of mental
health expansion.
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Mental health of the helpers
Several bills filed in 2022 recognize the
importance of the mental health of
Oklahomans on the front lines of serving our
state. SB 1613 requires the Department of
Public Safety to create a division that
promotes good mental wellness, and HB 4109
directs the Oklahoma Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services
(ODMHSAS) to create an Education Employee
Assistance Program to support teachers who
may need mental health support.

Children’s mental health
Legislators continue to introduce bills that
address mental health issues for children
and schools. Legislation addressing
childhood trauma includes SB 1314, allowing
for reimbursable childhood trauma
screenings. SB 1307 would require school
districts to include numbers for the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline and Crisis Text
Line on student ID cards. However, numerous
pieces of legislation could restrict access to
mental health services in schools.

Drug courts
Drug courts are an alternative to
incarceration that divert individuals with
substance use disorders toward treatment
and recovery. Multiple bills filed in 2022 seek
to strengthen or expand these programs. HB
3304 and SB 1746 allow judges to refer
applicants to the program over objections
from a district attorney. SB 1548 requires drug
court programs to contract and coordinate
with the ODMHSAS and allows county
programs to meet the needs of their
participants by expanding possible eligible
offenses.

Systemic access issues
Several bills address administrative, funding,
or practice reforms that impact access to
mental health services at a systemic level. SB
1337 removes statutory language allowing the
Oklahoma Health Care Authority to enter into
a managed care system. HB 4082 builds on
key legislation from 2021 that expanded
options for transporting people detained by
police with mental health issues. HB 3741
would add suicide prevention training to the
requirements for licensing physicians.

Healthy Minds supports policymakers with data-driven, evidence-based
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team of analysts and systems experts can provide your office, agency, or
organization with data, policy research, and presentations about the
opportunities to move our state forward.
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